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Report No: 

Meeting Date: 

Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 

STAFF REPORT 
TO: External Affairs Committee 

AC Transit Board of Directors 

FROM: David J. Armijo, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Monthly Legislative Report 

BRIEFING ITEM 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

Consider receipt of the monthly legislative report. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

14-256 
October 22, 2014 

Congress has approved a Continuing Resolution to provide government funding through 
December 11, 2014 at current levels. 

Congress is in recess until November 12, 2014. 

The 2013-14 California legislative session has ended . Governor Brown has signed four bills that 
were supported by AC Transit. 

BUDGETARY/FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no budgetary or fiscal impact associated with this report. 

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 

Federal Legislation Update 

1) Congress has approved a Continuing Resolution 

Both houses of Congresses voted to fund the federal government through December 11, 2014. 
Transportation programs including formula funds, New Starts and transit research are funded 
at current FY 2014 spending levels. President Obama is expected to sign the bill 

State Legislation Update 

1) The 2013-14 legislative Session has ended 

Governor Brown has signed hundreds of bills including four that the AC Transit Board supported 
and three that were watched. AB 1720 {Bloom- D) extends the vehicle bus weight exemption 
until January 1, 2016. AB 1783 (Sawyer - D) provides a one year extension to the transit 
employee exemption from the Public Employees' Pension Reform Act of 2013 {PEPRA). AB 
2445 {Chau - D) allows community college districts to impose transportation services on 
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individual campuses. SB 1236 (Manning- D) authorizes governing transit boards to designate 
certain employees to enforce transportation related laws. 

Of the bills that AC Transit watched, three were signed into law by Governor Brown. AB 2707 
Chau- D allows transit agencies to accommodate three position bike racks on 40 foot coaches. 
SB 556 Padilla- D prohibits nongovernmental workers or contractors from displaying an agency 
seal without an accompanying similar sized disclosure statement. This bill was amended to 
remove transit service contracts. SB 1204 Lara- D created the California Clean Truck, Bus and 
Off-Road Vehicle and Equipment Technology Program which uses cap & trade revenue to fund 
zero emission bus demonstration programs. 

2) Legislative Matrix 

Refer to Attachment 3 for the legislative matrix from Platinum Advisors. The matrix lists 
previously approved Board positions. 

ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES: 

This report is being provided to inform the Board of monthly legislative activities and to seek its 
approval to support or oppose legislation affecting AC Transit. This provides clear direction to 
legislators, and other bodies, of AC Transit's positions. 

ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS: 

This report provides an update of monthly legislative activities. AC Transit could opt to defer 
from legislative positions and operate without making its positions known, leaving the District 
vulnerable to unfavorable legislation. 

PRIOR RELEVANT BOARD ACTIONS/POLICIES: 

Staff Report 12-253: 2013 Federal and State Legislative Advocacy Programs 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1: Federal Legislative Report from VanScoyoc Associates 
2: State Legislative Report from Platinum Advisors 
3: State Bill Matrix from Platinum Advisors 
4: FY 2014 Federal Advocacy Program 
5: FY 2014 State Advocacy Program 

Department Head Approval: Dennis Butler, Acting Chief Planning, Construction and Engineering 
Officer 

Prepared by: Beverly Greene, Director of Legislative Affairs & Community Relations 
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Steven 0. Palmer, Vice President 
Dan Neumann, Director 
David Haines, Manager 

This Week 

SR 14-256 Attachment 1 

VANSCOYOC 
A S S 0 C I A T E S 

Transportation Update 
September 22, 20 14 

The House and Senate are in recess until after the November elections. Both are scheduled to return 
on November li" to elect leaders for the 1141

" Congress and to finish legislative activity. 

Last Week 

Floor Passage: FY 2015 Appropriations. Congress approved the Continuing Resolution to fund the 
government at current levels through December 11, 2014. The legislation passed both the House and 
Senate with strong bipattisan majorities. The President is expected to sign the bill. 

Floor Passage: Aviation Security Fees. On September 17, the House passed H.R. 5462, legislation 
that would limit the security fee TSA is permitted to charge to airline passengers to $5.60 per one
way trip and $11.20 per round trip. The bill, which passed on a 423-0 vote, was introduced after TSA 
began charging more than twice the amount for round trips as for one-way trips. 

Report: Public-Private Partnerships. On September 17, the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee's Panel on Public-Private Partnerships (P3s) released its final report and recommendations 
on how to balance the needs of the public and private sector when undertaking P3s to finance the 
nation's infrastructure. The repmt found that P3s have the potential to deliver projects in a quicker 
and more efficient manner than would otherwise be the case, but that they have the potential to 
address only a small pmtion of the nation's infrastructure needs. 

Markup: Amtrak Authorization. On September 17, the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
approved on a voice vote H.R. 5449, the Passenger Rail Reform and Investment Act of 2014. The 
bill would make several changes to Amtrak's accounting and procurement processes, leverage private 
sector resources, and direct increased funding to the Northeast Corridor between Boston and 
Washington D.C. 

Hearing: Aviation Security and Secure Flight. On September 18, the Homeland Security 
Committee's Subcommittee on Transportation Security held a hearing entitled "Safeguarding Privacy 
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and Civil Liberties while Keeping our Skies Safe." The hearing featured testimony from TSA, FBI, 
and GAO about the No Fly List, its effectiveness, and privacy concerns. GAO testified that TSA 
must make additional improvements to ensure effectiveness and safeguards to privacy. 

Markup: STB Authorization. On September 17, the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation unanimously approved S. 2777, the Surface Transportation Board (STB) 
Reauthorization Act of2014, as well as the nomination of Chris Hart to be Chairman of the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 

Hearing: NHTSA Oversight. On September 16, the Subcommittee on Consumer Affairs, Product 
Safety, and Insurance of the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation held an oversight 
hearing of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Witnesses included 
NHTSA Deputy Administrator David Friedman, as well as representatives of the automobile industry, 
state government officials, and safety advocates. As has been the case with other recent NHTSA 
hearings, the hearing focused heavily on NHTSA' s actions during the General Motors recalls that 
began earlier this year. 

White House 

Nomination: DOT Policy. Last month, the President nominated Carlos Manje, Jr. to be Assistant 
Secretary for Transportation Policy. He currently serves as counselor to Secretary Foxx. Prior to 
coming to DOT earlier this year, Mr. Monje served as Special Assistant to the President and Chief of 
Staff of the Domestic Policy Council. He previously worked for then-Senator Obama and former 
Senator Ken Salazar. 

Nomination: NTSB Board Member. Last week, the President nominated Bella Dinh-Zarr to the five 
member National Transportation safety Board. Ms. Dinh-Zarr is the director of the FIA Foundation, 
a group that promotes auto safety. She also has served as AAA's director of traffic safety policy and 
as a social scientist for NHTSA. 

Government Accountability Office 

Report: Air Traffic Control. On September 12, GAO released a report entitled "Air Traffic Control 
System: Selected Stakeholders' Perspectives on Operations, Modernization, and Structure." The 
report featured perspectives from airlines, airports, labor unions, manufacturers, and other 
stakeholders. The report praised FAA's current Air Traffic Control system but expressed skepticism 
about the agency's abilities to successfully transition to NextGen. 

Reports: TSA 's Secure Flight Program. In conjunction with the House Homeland Security 
Committee hearing on aviation security, GAO released two reports on TSA's Secure Flight Program. 

### 
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ADVISORS 

September 26, 2014 

TO: Director Greg Harper, President, and 
Members of the Board 

David J. Armijo, General Manager 

SR 14-256: Attachment 2 

Beverly Greene, Director, Community Relations & Legislative Affairs 

FR: Steve Wallauch 
Platinum Advisors 

RE: Legislative Update 

It's Over: The 2013-14 legislative session ended almost two days before the August 31st 
midnight deadline. While major pieces of legislation were approved during the final hours, such 
as groundwater management, the plastic bag ban and paid sick leave, the past proliferation of 
gut and amends sprouting in the final hours did not materialize this year. Both houses spent a 
good deal of time in the days leading up to the end of session commemorating termed out 
members and other departing staff, including Senators Ellen Corbett, Mark DeSaulnier, and 
Assemblywomen Joan Buchanan and Nancy Skinner, as well as the retirements of the Secretary 
of Senate Greg Schmidt and Assembly's Chief Administrative Officer, John Waldie. Next year 
we'll have 23 new legislators as well as a new ProTem- Senator De Leon and a (fairly) new 
Speaker- Toni Atkins. 

Governor Brown now has until September 30th to sign or veto the bills sent to his desk during 
the final week of session, and the Legislature is gone until December 1st. Ofthe 1,075 measures 
sent to his desk, the Governor has acted on 617 measures so far, leaving 458 to go before 
Tuesday's deadline. 

The major transportation related bills still pending before the Governor are SB 1077 
(DeSaulnierL which create a process to explore replacing the fuel excise tax with a vehicle miles 
traveled fee, and AB 1783 (Jones-SwayerL which would extend the transit employee exemption 
from PEPRA for another year. 

1 
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Interim Events: While most will be focusing is on the November elections, there will continue 
to be significant activity in Sacramento regarding the drafting of guidelines for the cap & trade 
programs funded in the budget. In particular the Strategic Growth Council (SGC) released 
yesterday its draft guidelines for the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities 
Program. The California State Transportation Agency (CaiSTA) is expected to release its draft 
guidelines for the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program and the Transit and Intercity Rail 
Capital Program in the next week or so. The release of these draft guidelines triggers another 
round of statewide workshops and the solicitation of public comments. 

Interim Guidance: The California Air Resources Board approved staff's proposed "Interim 
Guidance to Agencies Administering Greenhouse Gas Monies." This document provides 
direction to those state agencies administering cap & trade funds as well as local entities 
expending these funds on issues of accountability and determining if a project benefits a 
disadvantage community. 

The adopted motion approved the Guidance document along with additional changes requested 
by Board members. The motion also included direction to submit comments to Co/EPA stating 
that the Ca/Enviroscreen process needs additional refinements to address issues on adequately 
identifying disadvantage communities (DAC). 

Since this is guidance and NOT guidelines, the Board was not required to take action on this 
item. However, given the importance of this document, the Board added it to its agenda and 
unanimously approved this document with additional direction to staff. The next steps are for 
CARB staff to complete additional revisions by next week, which is when CaiEPA is expected to 
finalize its identification of disadvantage communities. 

Several of the Board members expressed concerns about how many DACs do not register in the 
top 20% of the CaiEnviroscreen process. CARB staff attempted to address some ofthese 
concerns, by illustrating a definition of benefiting a disadvantage community by using transit 
corridors in the Bay Area. The illustration used the top 20% of DAC's per method 1 of the 
CaiEnviroscreen process, then extended the boundaries first using theY, mile radius for access 
to transit, and then further expanding the sphere of benefit by using zip codes instead of census 
tracts. This substantially increased the area where a project would benefit a DAC, but it did not 
sufficiently address the Board's concerns. 

Supervisor John Gioia proposed nearly all of the changes to the Guidance document, which the 
Board approved. The changes include providing greater clarity and specifics on the reporting 
and accountability requirements, specify in each of the tables in the appendix the need to 
maximize benefits to disadvantage communities, strikeout the use of "whenever 
feasible/possible" under Item 3 on page 18 and insert "To the maximum extent 
feasible/possible," and add anti-displacement language to the table for Affordable Housing & 
Sustainable Communities Projects. There was also direction to clarify that affordable housing 
projects should not be restricted to a DAC in order to be considered a benefit to a DAC, or to at 
least use zip code areas rather than census tracts to determine this benefit. 

2 
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Supervisor Gioia also raised questions about the need to clarify the link between a disadvantage 
community and a transit project. CARB staff explained that improvements to a transit corridor 
that include a stop in a disadvantage community, or the stop is w ithin X mile of a disadvantage 
community then it would count as a benefit to that community. CARB Chair Mary Nichols 
thought the existing definition was clear, but CARB staff will reexamine to determine if changes 
are needed. Supervisor Gioia also questioned how a transit operator can determine if any 
ridership increases are DAC residents. 

A copy of the guidance document can be found at the following link, but this document does 
not yet reflect the changes mentioned above: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capandtrade/auctionproceeds/workshops/arb-sb-535-interim
guidance-08-22-2014.pdf 

SGC Guidelines: This week the Strategic Growth Council (SGC) released its draft guidelines for 
the Affordable Housing & Sustainable Communities Program, as well as draft guidelines for the 
Sustainable Agriculture and Land Conservation Program. A series of workshops has been set for 
October 2ih in Sacramento and October 241h in Oakland. Additional workshops will be held in 
Merced and Los Angeles. The time and location of these workshops has not been announced. 
Comments on the draft guidelines may be submitted anytime between now and October 3151

• 

For the 2014-15 fiscal year there is $130 million available for these programs. For the 
Sustainable Agriculture Program, $1 million is available, with individual grants capped at 
$100,000. The balance is dedicated to the Affordable Housing & Sustainable Communities 
(AHSC) Program. Under the AHSC program grants are capped at $15 million for a Transit 
Oriented Development (TOD) project, with the minimum award being $1 million, and for an 
Integrated Connectivity Project {ICP) the maximum award is $8 million, with a minimum award 
of $500,000. 

There are generally two categories of projects in the AHSC program. A TOD project must 
include an affordable housing component and be located within a X mile of a High Speed Ra il, 
Commuter or Light Rail station, or a Bus Rapid Transit or Express Bus corridor. The other 
category is the ICP, which would be for smaller projects aimed at enhancing access to transit or 
improving transit service, which can range from high speed rail, rail, BRT, bus and shuttle 
services. 

Applications must be submitted by the public entity that has jurisdiction over the project area, 
but the appl ication can be in partnership with other public or private entities. It is a two-step 
application process. Applicants will first submit online a "concept proposal" and then those 
meeting minimum criteria will be asked to submit a full application. SGC will provide the MPO 
that covers a proposed project a copy of the concept proposal to ensure it is consistent with the 
Sustainable Communities Strategies. SGC will also be seeking the advice of MPOs throughout 
the evaluation process. 

3 
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This is a scant summary of the 80 page document. AC Transit staff are encourage to review the 
draft guidelines and submit comments if necessary. A copy of the draft guidelines can be found 
at: 

Affordable Housing & Sustainable Communities Program 
http://www.sgc.ca.gov/docs/Draft AHSC Guidelines for posting 082314.pdf 

4 
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SR 14-256 Attachment 3 

October 1, 2014 

Table 1: Board Action Positions 

Bills Subject Status Position 

AB 1720 AB 1720 extends the sunset date for the bus axle Signed Into Law lAC Transit- Support 
(Bloom D) weight exemption by one year from January 1, 
Vehicles: bus 2015 to January 1, 2016. This bill would also Chapter #263, 
gross weight. likely be used to implement any agreement Statutes of 2014 

reached this year on the axle weight issue. 

AB 1783 lAB 1783 was gutted and amended last week to Signed Into Law lAC Transit- Support 
(Jones-Saw~er D) provide a one year extension to existing law that 
Public exempts transit employees from the Public Chapter #724, 
employees' Employees' Pension Reform Act of 2013 (PEPRA). Statutes of 2014 
retirement. 

Existing law exempts transit employees from 
PEPRA until January 1, 2015. The need for this 
exemption was due to a decision by the US 
Department of Labor (US DOL) refusing to certify 
millions of dollars of transit funds because US 
DOL opined that PEPRA violated federal 
protections provided to specific transit 
employees. The limited term exemption was 
expected to provide sufficient time for the courts 
o resolve the difference of opinion between 

California and US DOL 

AB 2445 lAB 2445 has been signed into law. Signed Into Law AC Transit- Support 
(Chau D) 
Community lfhis bill makes clarifying changes in existing law Chapter #63, Statutes 
colleges: 

1
lo allow a community college district to impose a of2014 

ransportation lfee approved by the students for transportation 
fees.contracts. services on a campus by campus basis. Some 

believe existing law limits the approval of the fee 
o a district wide vote. 

~ ~B 1 would create a new form of tax increment Senate Floor - AC Transit- Support 
(Steinberg D) !financing that would allow local governments to Inactive File 
Sustainable create a Sustainable Communities Investment 
Communities Authority to finance specified activities within a DEAD 

1 
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Investment sustainable communities investment area. 
!Authority. 

The Governor's Office asked the authors' of the 
various tax increment measures to hold-off 
ending these bills to his desk last year. With the 

Governor's IFD proposal released as part of the 
budget, negotiations over the structure of a new 
ax increment financing proposal will heat-up 

during the budget process. 

~ SB 11 originally proposed to extend the deadlines ASSEMBLY TRANSP. AC Transit -Support 
(Pavlev D) and make the same changes in AB 8. SB 11 was --DEAD 
Alternative fuel amended to address chaptering out issues with 
and vehicle AB 8, but analogous amendments were not 

1
,echnologies: amended into AB 8. Rather than send both bills 
funding o the Governor, it was decided to send only AB 8. 
programs. 58 11 is now a two year bill, and will likely be 

used for another purpose. 

SB 1236 SB 1236 would authorize the governing board of a Signed Into Law lAC Transit -Support 
(Monning D) ran sit district to designate district employees, 
~ransit districts: except as specified, or security officers contracted Chapter #253, 

1
,ransit offenses by the district, to enforce state laws relative to Statutes of 2014 
and certain prohibited acts on or in public 
enforcement. ransportation systems or on the property, 

acilities, or vehicles of a transit district, if the 
employees or officers satisfy specified training 
requirements. 

he bill would also make it an infraction to 
knowingly give false information to an 
enforcement officer or otherwise obstruct the 
issuance of a citation. 

~ ~CA 4 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS AC Transit- Support 
(Liu D) Appropriations. Constitutional amendments are 
Local exempt for the House of Origin deadline. DEAD 
government ~his measure would amend the Constitution to 
1
,ransportation lower the voter approval threshold to 55% for the 
projects: special imposition, extension, or renewal of a local tax fo 
~axes: voter 

1
,ransportation projects. 

approval. 

~ ~CA 8 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS lAC Transit - Support 
(Corbett D) !Appropriations. Constitutional amendments are 
h'ransportation exempt for the House of Origin deadline. DEAD 
projects: special 
axes: voter ~CA 8 is another measure that would amend the 

approval. Constitution to lower the voter approval 

2 
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~hreshold to 55% for the imposition, extension, or 
renewal of a local tax for transportation projects. 

SCA11 ~CA 11 is in the Senate Committee on ~ENATE APPRS ~C Transit- Support 
(Hancock D) ~ppropriations. SCA 11 is an "umbrella measure" 
Local on lowering the voter threshold from 2/3 to 55% DEAD 
government: ~or local sales taxes and parcel taxes. This 
special taxes: measure would lower the vote threshold for any 
voter approval. purpose. 

Table 2: Board Watch Positions 

Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

AB 1684 ~B 1684 was recently amended to authorize the ~SSEMBLY TRANS-- AC Transit -Watch 
(Chavez R) North County Transit District to use the longer DEAD 
Vehicles: length hree position bicycle racks. 
limitations: 
buses: bicycle 
ransportation 

devices. 

AB 2707 rrhis bill was unanimously approved by the Signed Into Law AC Transit -- Watch 
(Chau D) ~en ate, but the Assembly returned the bill to the 
Vehicles: length ~en ate to make additional changes. However, Chapter #310, 
limitations: Caltrans and the CHP dropped their request for Statutes of 2014 
buses: bicycle amendments to require the use route review 
l'ransportation committees to analyze the routes where these 
devices. racks will be used. 

AB 2707 authorizes any transit operator to utilize 
bicycle racks that can accommodate 3 bicycles. 
::,pecifically, the bill would allow transit buses of 
no more than 40 feet in length to be equipped 
with a front-mounted bicycle rack that extends up 
o 40 inches from the front body of the bus when 
ully deployed rather than the 36 inches allowed 

under current law, and limits the handlebars of a 
bicycle that is being transported on such a rack 
rom extending more than 46 inches from the 
ront of the bus rather than the 42 inches allowed 

under current law. 

~ SB 33 has been gutted and amended to address a ASSEMBLY INACTIVE ~C Transit- Watch 
(Wolk D) local sales tax authority issue in Sonoma County. 
Local taxation: DEAD 
County of The bill no longer contains provisions creating a 
Sonoma: new tax increment financing structure based on 
,ransactions and Infrastructure Financing District (IFD) law. 
use tax ... 

3 
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5B 556 Previously SB 556 would prohibit a Signed Into Law ~C Transit -Watch 
(Padilla D) nongovernmental person or entity contracting 
Agency: ~ith a public agency from displaying a seal or Chapter #832, 
ostensible: emblem of that public agency on a uniform or Statutes of 2014 
nongovernmental~ehicle unless a disclosure statement is also 
entities. conspicuously displayed identifying the uniform 

~earer or vehicle operator as not a government 
employee. The bill has also been amended to 
change the author from Senator Corbett to 
~enator Padilla. 

~B 566 was amended to limit the application of 
he disclosure requirements to contracts dealing 
~ith public health or safety services, as defined in 
l'he bill. The bill no longer applies to any transit 
service contracts. 

5B 1122 ~B 1122 was approved by the Senate Committee SENATE APPR AC Transit - Watch 
(Pavley D) on Environmental Quality. 
Sustainable ~B 1122 creates two funding programs. One for 

Held on Suspense File 
communities: 

he Strategic Growth Counsel to administer grants 
--DEAD 

Strategic Growth 
o local agencies for implementing sustainable 

Council. communities and other greenhouse gas reduction 
plans. The second pot of funds would be 
allocated to MPOs on a per capita basis to be 
used for competitive grants for projects within 
he region. The regional grants would be 

awarded pursuant to guidelines adopted by the 
Strategic Growth Council. The bill lists the types 
of eligible projects for the regional funds, which 
include funding for public transportation 
operations, maintenance, and capital costs. 

5B 1204 SB 1204 creates the California Clean Truck, Bus, Signed Into Law f.C Transit- Watch 
(Lara D) and Off-Road Vehicle and Equipment Technology 
California Clean Program. The purpose ofthis bill is to use cap & Chapter #524, 
Truck, Bus, and rade auction revenue to fund the development, Statutes of 2014 
Off-Road Vehicle demonstration, and commercial deployment of 
and Equipment zero- and near-zero-emission truck, bus, and off-
Technology road vehicle. In particular this bill would create 
Program. large scale zero emission bus demonstration 

program aimed at making zero emission bus 
~echnology commercially available. 

4 
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Chaptered or Dead Bills 

Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

8.!l!! f,lternative fuel and vehicle technologies: funding Signed Into Law fA_c Transit- Support 

(Perea D) programs. Chapter #401 

AB 160 California Public Employees' Pension Reform Act DEAD f.C Transit - Watch 

(Alejo D) of 2013: exceptions. 

AB 179 Public transit: electronic transit fare collection Signed Into Law foC Transit- Watch 

(Bocanegra D) systems: disclosure of personal information. Chapter #375 

AB206 Bicycle transportation devices. Signed Into Law foC Transit- Support 

(Dickinson D) Chapter #95 

AB210 !Transactions and use taxes: County of Alameda. Signed Into Law AC Transit- Support 

(Wieckowski D) Chapter #194 

AB431 County Employees Retirement Law of 1937: DEAD AC Transit - Watch 

(Mullin D) ederallaw compliance 

AB730 Monterey-Salinas Transit District. Signed Into Law AC Transit- Watch 

(Alejo D) Chapter #394 

~B574 California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: DEAD AC Transit - Support 

(Lowenthal D) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund: sustainable 

communities strategies. 

AB 1002 ~ehicles: registration fee: sustainable DEAD AC Transit - Watch 

(Bloom D) communities strategies. 

AB 1051 Housing DEAD f.C Transit - Watch 

(Bocanegra D) 

~B 1222 Public employees' retirement: collective bargaining: Signed Into Law foC Transit: SUPPORT 
(Bloom D) ransit workers: transportation. Chapter #527 

AB 1290 rrransportation planning. ~etoed foC Transit - Watch 
(John A. Perez D) 

~ Public employees' retirement benefits. Signed Into Law f.c Transit - Watch 

(Beall D) Chapter #528 

SB 142 Public transit Signed Into Law AC Transit- Support 

(DeSaulnier D) Chapter #655 

SB 791 Motor vehicle fuel tax: rate adjustment DEAD AC Transit: Oppose 

(Wyland R) 
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SR 14-256 Attachm ent 4 

2014 Federal Advocacy Program 

Funding 

• FY 2014 Grant Opportunities- Secure federal funds for key capital projects and 
support funding for 2014 Project Priorities for: 

o East Bay BRT Improvements within the Small Starts Program and other 
programs 

o AC Transit's Intelligent Transportation and Communication System upgrades 
o Bus lifting equipment program 

o Rehabilitation of aging facilities 

• Advocate for supplemental funding through the Federal Transit Administration to 
offset rising operating costs without jeopardizing total funding available for capital 
projects. 

• Support funding for the Transbay Terminal. 

• Support/seek additional funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support efforts to rescind the planned across-the-board cuts to all federal programs, 
called "Sequestration," as enacted under the Budget Control Act of 2011 . Such cuts 
would reduce funding for the Small Starts Program, which could impact the East Bay 
BRT project schedule. 

Transportation Authorization Principles 

• Support efforts to increase the gas tax or to increase other revenues to replen ish 
and sustain long-term growth of the Highway Trust Fund/Mass Transit Account. 

• Support transportation authorization reform that emphasizes greater funding levels 
to urban mass transit systems, and oppose efforts to reduce spending on transit 
formula programs. 

• Support FTA and Congressional efforts to make State of Good Repair for transit bus 
systems a strategic priority. 

P agel l 
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• Support broad funding eligibility for BRT projects in federal transit programs, 
including New Starts and Small Starts programs, 

• Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports the direct representation of transit properties on local transportation 
policy boards. 

Other Advocacy 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that mitigates global warming and/or calls 
for environmental stewardship and related funding. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) 
agencies and other transportation agencies to provide services to HHS clients. 

• Support modal parity in the commute tax benefits. 

• Support legislation that relieves the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 

Page 12 
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SR 14-256 Attachment 5 

2014 State Advocacy Program 

Funding 

• Support efforts to implement the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act 
(MAP-21) and future transportation authorizations that at least maintains funding level 
for mass transit projects and programs for bus operators in the Bay Area. 

• Support the development and implementation of an expenditure plan for AB 32 cap and 
trade revenue that provides an equitable investment in mass transit capital 
improvements, operations, and infill/transit oriented development. 

• Support efforts that create new sources of operating funds with equitable distribution to 
reflect urban transit needs. 

• Support efforts to sustain existing transit revenues. 

• Support efforts that would exempt public transit providers from state sales tax. 

• Support efforts to provide funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to, 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support local ability to increase fees and gas taxes to be used for local mass transit 
purposes. 

• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding to offset the costs of 
global warming initiatives, clean air and clean fuels and implementation of AC Transit's 
Climate Action Plan. 

• Seek funding to support and promote Bus Rapid Transit projects. 

• Support congestion pricing strategies and legislation that provide an equitable multi
modal distribution of generated revenues. 

• Support legislative or administrative action to remove State barriers so that Medicaid 
transportation funds can be used for public transit services, including ADA paratransit 
services. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) agencies 
and other transportation agencies to provide services to H HS cl ients. 

Pagel l 
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• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding for employee benefits 
programs. 

• Support funding initiatives that relieve the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 

Equipment and Operations 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to establish and 
maintain HOV lanes on state highway routes and to improve existing HOV lane 
management to maximize throughput. 

• Support incentives to provide bus contra flow lanes on the San Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge to/from the Transbay Terminal. 

• Support legislation to exempt public transit vehicles from state and local truck route 
ordinances. 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to permit 
permanent use of freeway shoulders by public transit buses. 

Transit Incentives 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for employees and employers to use public 
transportation to commute to work, including tax credits for purchasing transit passes. 

• Support Clean Air Initiatives that encourage increased public transit use. 

• Support incentives that would give auto insurance credits to heavy transit users. 

• Support common fare programs between Bay Area systems. 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for local governments and developers to 
incorporate transit passes into the cost of housing. 

Environment and Transit Supportive Land Use 

• Support efforts that provide a new form of tax increment financing that promotes 
economic investment through transit oriented development, and requires the approval 
of all affected taxing entities. 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that addresses climate change, healthy 
communities and environments. 

Page 12 
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o Foster transit supportive land use initiatives that require coordination with transit 
providers in the initial stages of local planning or project development that impacts 
transit, including density level decisions or transit oriented developments (TODs); and 
advocate for the required use of: 

o Transit streets agreements, and 
o Complete streets plans in which local transportation plans anticipate use of all 

modes. 

o Support legislation that requires reporting of Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) annually 
through DMV renewal. 

Policy Interests 

o Support simple majority vote for local transportation ballot tax initiatives. 

o Support legislation to allow District to ban persons for specified offenses from entering 
district property. 

o Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports direct representation of transit properties on local transportation policy 
boards. 

o Support legislation for STA formula reform that includes federal operating funding as 
eligible revenue. 

o Support efforts that maintain existing Workers' Compensation regulation. 
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